Malpractice law and the dietitian.
The recent increase in lawsuits against health care personnel makes it advisable that dietitians recognize the potential for legal liability as they practice their profession. Whatever the exact nature of a dietitian's daily duties, an awareness and understanding of the concepts governing the law of malpractice will enable him/her to minimize exposure to liability. To accomplish this, the dietitian should exercise at least a standard of care accepted as competence for the profession. By so doing, the dietitian can insure not only less exposure to malpractice suits, but also attainment of an important goal: delivery of high-quality care to patients.